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Black Lives Matter
The African-American community gave birth to the global Black Lives Matter movement. The primary goal of this movement is to end institutionalized racism and violence against African-Americans. A white neighborhood watchman shot and killed Trayvon Martin, an unarmed young man. Since then, there has been a protest. Racial prejudice led to an increase in police brutality in the early 1970s. Inquiring minds want to know if police officers carry out their duties or look for another murder case. The international black lives matter movement arose from a deep concern for African Americans' well-being. The majority of the officers involved in the fatalities have received no repercussions. In the United States today, unarmed black people, particularly minors, are being shot, and African-Americans are being oppressed. The issue of police brutality isn't going away any time soon. Despite efforts to improve their treatment, African-Americans face increased incarceration and police violence daily. The genesis of the black lives movement dates back to centuries ago when slavery was practiced. Dr. Martin Luther King once pointed out that passiveness is a just and powerful weapon that heals the man who owns it and cuts without causing any harm to him who wields it. I second this sentiment by saying that peaceful demonstrations drive us to enact the changes we want to see in our societies today.  The majority of the black lives matter movement advocates say that a closed mouth never gets fed. The only weapon they know can bring them to bring the changes they want to see by airing their voices out. Many African-Americans no longer fight back for their concerns to be addressed. Instead, they go by the wise words given by Martin Luther King, who was talking to the Baptist church in Montgomery, that a strong am does not hit back but rather stands for what is known to be true. Violence is inevitable, and therefore, more awareness needs to be created that violence is not a solution; but instead, it is a predicament that needs to be avoided at all costs.
Marginalization, discrimination, and brutal killings against black Americans happened way back during slavery. Currently, the BLM is one of the most significant movements in the U.S.A and worldwide. The need for justice against police brutality and the increased killings escalated when the innocent boy Trayvon Martin was killed in 2013. Further killings happened until the movement gained international recognition after the death of George Floyd. More than a 26million protested the killing of Floyd, and this was the climax of protests against police brutality. With no specific geographical place to date back to when the mobilization began. During the presidential election in the U.S.A of 2020, three ladies Garza, Tommeti, and Cullors, were the pioneers of the BLM movement. Only one Facebook post made by Garza changed and acted as a wake-up call against violence and brutal treatment of the people by the police.
Many followers highly characterize Facebook. It was like wildfire since the other social media platforms had also embraced the hashtag within a short time. Globalization has made it easier for everyone to be informed with and by the current trends and happenings of the world with just a click of share and like. The footage about George Floyd's torture and murder was the breaking point of the evil acts of the polices officers. Digitally networked platforms became the harbors of the social movements that made it easier for people across the globe to be informed. The power of social media led to the bringing down of statutes of the legendary individual who knew to practice slavery-like Christopher Columbus who was involved in the Atlantic slave trade. His statues were all brought down and defaced.
Facebook has been used to reach a much bigger audience and inform them of the different directions that the BLM is taking. Generation Y makes the most significant contributor to the reaction to the trends on the BLM. The many likes and shares are from generation Y, the most powerful driving force to the BLM reactions. Unlike generation X, who are still informed via the old ways. Some people oppose using social media to create awareness trends associated with BLM, saying that some memories are traumatizing to future generations and those who can access this kind of information. However, it is not the case because there is power in/with social media, as some may argue and suggest. Were it not for the person who took the time to record what was happening to George Floyd. The world would not have known what had happened. Like Candice Owen, we all would have judged Floyd and said he was in the wrong. It is essential to give credit where it is due because we have been digesting false information over the years, but currently, we can prove what is right and wrong by using social media. The slogan "black lives matter" was first used in a Facebook post by a black community organizer in response to July 2013. Despite its widespread use today, the hashtag was hesitant to gain popularity when it first appeared: During the second half of 2013, it was only used 5,106 times on Twitter, according to data. (or approximately 30 times every day)
Instagram has also not been let out when it comes to the activism of the BLM. With a considerable following and instant updates. Many people across the globe have access to the full details of issues that have emerged and trending. For instance, not many people would have realized what happened to Floyd if social media had not been available. Many people avoid watching local/regional news due to the lack of transparency with the media houses. The availability of social media has made it possible for a few white people to learn more about racism and its effect on people in the world. The authorities projected and addressed reactions from people who air out their views. Social media has proven to be the safest way for people to protest. For instance, on Twitter, a group of six teenage girls opened an Instagram account that acquired a following of 14000 followers when then young girls organized an online protest supporting the BLM movement. The young girls previously met on Twitter and took it upon themselves to open an account on Instagram to help those affected by the BLM implications. We should not underestimate the power of social media. Progress has been significant with issues that have proven to be sensitive among the people of less power than those in power and the government. The usage of social media platforms such as Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter has assisted in mobilizing worldwide support for this cause. More than ever before, people can join petitions, donate money, and contribute resources with only a few mouse clicks, making it easier than ever. We must be careful that this does not become merely a fad that we quit after a few days or weeks, but rather a permanent lifestyle change that we maintain. Social media activism is in danger of becoming a fad as the news cycle winds down. Social media is an excellent place to start since it allows you to connect with other people of color and provides essential tools. Then it's a reverberation chamber. Your friends, who are more likely to share your values and ideas, are the people who are most likely to see your Instagram post on systematic racism and white privilege. After you've published a few pieces and created a precedent, potential, others who follow you who aren't interested in learning about racism will stop reading your writings. Even if you're reaching out to people who already agree with you, it's critical to engage in both real-world and online discussions about these problems. People that disagree with you should be approached, whether they are family members or members of larger social groupings. Some Twitter users adopted the hashtag #AllLivesMatter to respond to #BlackLivesMatter. Compared to the hashtag #BlackLivesMatter, which has been used 1.5 million times, this hashtag has been used one-eighth of the time barely, according to data from the hashtag database. It has been observed that the number of #AllLivesMatter tweets has increased in line with the amount of #BlackLivesMatter tweets in recent years.
Some scholarly articles have pointed out that BLM was the most successful movement in American history. Several newspapers, including the New York Times, the Guardian, and Vogue, are currently featuring Black Lives Matter reading lists, which highlight the considerable breadth of fantastic literature available that has been missed up until this point. For the first time in history, black authors have surpassed white authors as the best-selling paperback authors in the United Kingdom. Moreover, as demonstrated by the Literature Review, the Black Lives Matter movement has increased public awareness of societal inequity. People can be educated and actively involved in raising awareness of injustices across the United States through social media platforms such as Twitter, Facebook, and other similar sites. One of the newer terms for persons who do not believe that their social media status or sharing of an item can potentially impact politics. According to Einwohner, many have taken to social media channels such as) to express their displeasure and call their political leaders. "Black lives matter" began as a Twitter hashtag, but it has grown into an organization that pushes for change in the law and condemns police violence against minorities (Simon, 2018). Cullors' account, the Black Lives Matter movement was conceived to engage in internet activism and mobilize public protest against police violence (Robinson, 2018). Social activities and social media are exciting and meaningful in light of Rachel Einwohner, a sociology professor at Purdue University's observations that people organize swiftly through social media (Simon, 2018). People can help their local chapters in various ways, including monetary donations, in-kind contributions such as food for events or meetings, office space donations, and intellectual contributions such as art projects, legal work, or communications. As part of the Black Lives Matter (BLM) Global Network, several ways to become involved are encouraged: Sharing and retweeting posts from BLM's national and local chapters. Signing up for their annual community report is the second step in the process. The next step is to join a local branch or attend an event in your area. The final step is to become a BLM ambassador and champion by discovering and communicating your truth, as well as speaking up.
What is the difference between Black Lives Matter and All Lives Matter? A picture that comes to mind when thinking about Black Lives Matter is that of African Americans taking up arms in the name of social justice. This is not an uncommon image to see. African Americans endure institutional racism, police brutality, and financial injustice daily, and the purpose of this movement is to raise awareness of these issues. The All Lives Matter campaign, on the other hand, reduces the plight of African-Americans in society to a matter of minor importance. If the group All Lives Matter appears to be innocent, it implies that black people are not entitled to equal treatment under the law. Rather than believing that all lives are unimportant, the Black Lives Matter movement focuses on the fact that black lives are routinely taken for granted by the judicial system in the United States. A campaign to protect the rights of young people in the United States was born out of the fact that cops were killing teenagers. A solid Black Lives Matter movement is necessary for our country. Many "incidents" in our country have seen young black men and teenagers killed by police officers for no reason. Because of all the awful things happening to young black boys in our country, we need a movement called "Black Lives Matter." The police officers killing off young black adolescents are not being punished. Quite the contrary, these homicides were taking place far too frequently. The Black Lives Matter movement was born due to people coming together. Civil rights pioneers' work and risks are mostly forgotten. Civil rights activists regularly put their lives and freedoms in jeopardy to progress their goals. During this period, several civil rights leaders worked tirelessly to enhance the rights of African Americans.
Approximately 70% of African Americans were subjected to segregation and discrimination in various contexts during the civil rights movement. African Americans looked up to civil rights activists because they were the only people they could turn to in times of crisis. They were beneficial to African Americans in dealing with the changes throughout the civil rights struggle. Civil rights leaders were viewed as role models in various African American groups since they were African Americans who had firsthand experience with racism. Community leaders from African-American communities intended to write a new chapter in the country's history. Many African-Americans advocated for civil and equal rights during the Civil Rights Movement. During the civil rights battle, African Americans profited from the courage and intelligence of civil rights leaders, and as a result, African Americans recognized and respected them as leaders. Martin Luther King Jr. raised awareness among African-Americans about the need for new laws to stop the country's long-standing practice of racial segregation, which was compounded by his death. Segregation was utilized by white culture to keep African Americans separated from the rest of society. As a result of their persistent perception as outsiders, they were dehumanized.
Generally speaking, the "Black Lives Matter" movement is a noble cause that will only grow in strength and popularity over time. . People of color are increasingly taking up the cause of great activists like Dr. Martin Luther King, Malcolm X, Rosa Parks, and many others who came before them. It is encouraging to see this trend continue. Many black lives have been lost in the last four years due to police brutality and racial profiling by white Americans, including Travon Martin, Eric Garner, Sandra Bland, and Mike Brown, among many others. Consider how most people were horrified by police officers' decision to leave Brown's body at the shooting scene for more than four hours before moving it to the morgue13, which sparked the rapid emergence of the Black Lives Matter movement in the aftermath of the shooting. Not only was Brown's shooting startling, but so were several other incidents of police brutality that the public was outraged about. The shooting incident and its aftermath were widely disseminated via social media platforms such as Twitter and Facebook in an astonishingly short length of time, demonstrating the power of social media. Some critics of the Black Lives Matter movement claim that the media played a significant role in the protest's violent nature because some of the material disseminated was exaggerated.

